£3 °76«Z2. 


THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
GREGORY H. SMITH 


DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 


DEBORAH J. COOPER ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL 


JOHN T. PAPPAS 
JAMES E. TOWNSEND 
ANNE R. CLARKE 
MARC R. SCHEER 
DONALD J. PERRAULT 
MARTIN R. JENKINS 
PETER W. MOSSEAU 


ATTORNEYS 
DANIEL J. MULLEN 





JAMES D. CAHILL. III BETSY S. WESTGATE 
RONALD F. RODGERS EDWARD L. CROSS. JR. 
JEFFREY R. HOWARD THE ATTORNEY GENERAL MARTHA V. GORDON 
G. DANA BISBEE PETER C. SCOTT 
GREGORY W. SWOPE Breer ape tn ae MICHAEL A. PIGNATELLI 
PETER T. FOLEY 25 CAPITOL STREET BRIAN T. TUCKER 
STEVEN M. HOURAN PAUL BARBADORO 
EVE H.OYER CONCORD. NEW HAMPSHIRE 03301-6397 BRUCE E. MOHL 
LESLIE J. LUDTKE JOHN A. MALMBERG 
ROBERT P. CHENEY, JR. y DOUGLAS L. PATCH 
April. -29: 1983 LORETTA S. PLATT 


Mr. William R. Finch, Director 
Centralized Data Processing Department 
Hazen Drive 

Concord, New Hampshire 03301 


Re: State Prison Correctional Industries 
Data Processing Services 


Dear Mr. Finch: 


This is in response to your January 18, 1983 request for 
advice concerning the authority of the State Prison to offer 
data processing services through the Office of Correctional 
Industries. Specifically, you asked whether such services 
posted a conflict with the requirements of RSA Ch. 8-C, which 
establishes the Department of Centralized Data Processing. 

In general, it is our opinion that computer services may be 
offered through the Correctional Industries program without 
violating the provisions of RSA Ch. 8-C. 


Generally, RSA Ch. 8-C was enacted to provide for the 
establishment and operation of the Department of Centralized 
Data Processing (CDP) to serve other departments and agencies 
of the State. See RSA 8-C:l, I. Under this statute, the CDP 
was given the authority to establish automatic data processing 
procedures and facilities for the State, to administer state 
data processing centers, to establish standards for the choice 
of data processing equipment and governing data processing work, 
and to give prior approval to any rentals, purchases and pro- 
gramming costs for data processing work performed at various 
state agencies. See RSA 8-C:l, II. Also, the legislature in 
1981 provided that state agencies could not enter into contracts 
for outside computer services without first obtaining CDP's 
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approval. Laws 1981, Ch. 568:83. Although these statutes 
indicate a legislative intent that CDP coordinate and supervise 
the provision of computer services to state government, they do 
not preclude other state agencies from providing their own 
computer services or obtaining computer services from other 
sources as long as CDP has approved the provision or acquisition 
of these services. 


Pursuant to RSA 622:5, VI, the trustees of the New Hamp- 
shire State Prison have broad authority to organize, conduct, 
and manage such industries as will be of benefit to both the 
prisoners and the Prison. RSA 622:26, et seq. provide specific 
authority for the Prison to establish a prison industries pro- 
gram whose goods and services are available for purchase by 
other agencies of the State. Additionally, RSA 622:28 provides 
that state agencies may not acquire products on the open market 
when they can be obtained from the Prison industries program. 
Accordingly, the Prison has the authority to authorize a computer 
services program for the benefit of the prisoners as part of the 
Prison industries program, and such computer services can be 
obtained by other agencies of the State in the event that the 
cost of these services is less than their cost on the open 
market. If the equipment and services which comprise the Prison 
program meet the standards established by CDP pursuant to RSA 
8-C:l, II, then they may lawfully be provided to other agencies 
without conflicting with the provisions of RSA Ch. 8-C. 
Furthermore, to the extent that the Prison program requires 
services of outside computer providers, the Prison may, with 
CDP's prior approval, obtain these services. For example, 
the Prison may with CDP's approval, enter into contracts with 
outside computer providers for the maintenance of this 
equipment. These agreements may be entered into consistent 
with RSA Ch. 8-C and Laws 1981, 568:83. 
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